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Severe Weather Ends Soo I-500 Snowmobile Enduro Early; 
Bunke Racing Teams Finish 3-4 in Polaris-Dominated Field 

 
Race is Called after 282 of Scheduled 500 Laps Due to Snowstorm 

 
MEDINA, Minn. (Feb. 9, 2015) – Near-blizzard conditions caused several delays and the eventual 
early end to the annual Soo I-500 snowmobile enduro race on Saturday, Feb. 7, and three-time 
defending champion Bunke Racing was denied in its attempt to become the first team to win the 
race four straight times. 
 
The bad weather and an untimely pit stop during a caution period cost the Bunke Racing team of 
Gabe Bunke, Aaron Christensen, and Taylor Bunke what would have been a historic victory. The 
Bunke Racing sled was in the lead when the yellow flag flew so the track could be plowed. The 
team pitted during that caution and returned to the track in third place. Unfortunately, the race was 
red-flagged shortly thereafter, and then was called off without a resumption of green-flag racing, 
so the Bunke Racing team on sled No. 74 finished third. 
 
Polaris snowmobiles dominated the Soo field, as 26 of the 38 starting teams were racing on 
Polaris, and in the final standings, three of the top five teams and 16 of the top 19 were on Polaris 
sleds. 
 
The race was red-flagged after 282 of the scheduled 500 laps on the legendary Sault Ste. Marie, 
Michigan, 1-mile ice oval. Along with the No. 74 Bunke Racing sled in third place, the No. 537 
Bunke Racing sled – whose drivers included Ryan Faust, Travis Faust, and Alex Hetteen – 
finished fourth, and the Piche Performance No. 32 Polaris sled with drivers Young, Ball, and 
Vermeersch finished fifth. 
 
Constant snowfall and steady winds on race day severely limited racers’ visibility throughout the 
race. When race organizers red-flagged the race after 282 laps, they hoped a break in the weather 
would allow them to resume the event. The snowfall continued, however, and weather radar 
showed it would likely snow well into the evening, so organizers declared the race was over. 
 
Polaris race teams finishing in the top 10 were: 
3. Bunke Racing (No. 74 sled) 
4. Bunke Racing 2 (No. 537) 
5. Piche Performance (No. 32) 
6. Team Blu (No. 02) 
7. Beard Motorsports (No. 14) 
8. Christian Brothers Racing (No. 52) 
9. XLT Engineering (No. 3) 
10. LMB Speedshop (No. 5) 
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– 2015 Soo I-500, continued 
 
Polaris race sleds also dominated Soo I-500 qualifying as Polaris teams filled eight of the top 10 
starting positions. Flannery Racing posted the fastest qualifying time on its Polaris sled and 
started on the pole. The highest-finishing team, the No. 74 Bunke Racing sled, started 12th, one 
slot ahead of the No. 537 Bunke Racing sled. 
 
Flannery Racing also was fastest in the Woody’s Challenge, a preliminary feature race held 
Thursday, Feb. 5. Co-drivers Jeff Leuenberger and Aaron Giles drove their No. 60 Polaris sled to 
an easy victory in the Woody’s Challenge and four more Polaris sleds finished in the top seven: 
Christian Brothers Racing was third, Bunke Racing (No. 74) was fourth, Piche Performance was 
sixth, and Bunke Racing 2 (No. 537) was seventh. 
 
 
About Polaris 
Polaris is a recognized leader in the powersports industry with annual 2014 sales of $4.5 billion. 
Polaris designs, engineers, manufactures and markets innovative, high quality off-road vehicles, 
including all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) and the Polaris RANGER® and RZR® side-by-side vehicles, 
snowmobiles, motorcycles and on-road electric/hybrid powered vehicles. 
 
Polaris is among the global sales leaders for both snowmobiles and off-road vehicles and has 
established a presence in the heavyweight cruiser and touring motorcycle market with the Victory® 
and Indian Motorcycle® and Slingshot® brands. Additionally, Polaris continues to invest in the 
global on-road small electric/hybrid powered vehicle industry with Global Electric Motorcars 
(GEM), Goupil Industrie SA, Aixam Mega S.A.S., and internally developed vehicles. Polaris 
enhances the riding experience with a complete line of Polaris Engineered Parts, Accessories and 
Apparel, Klim-branded apparel and ORV accessories under the Kolpin®, Cycle Country® and Pro 
Armor® brands. 
 
Polaris Industries Inc. trades on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol “PII”, and the 
Company is included in the S&P Mid-Cap 400 stock price index. 
 
Information about the complete line of Polaris products, apparel and vehicle accessories are 
available from authorized Polaris dealers or anytime at www.polaris.com. 
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